
 Of God, and of the Holy Trinity.
1.   There is but one only living and true God, who is infinite in being and perfection, a most pure
spirit, invisible, without body, parts, or passions, immutable, immense, eternal, incomprehensible,
almighty, most wise, most holy, most free, most absolute, working all things according to the counsel
of his own immutable and most righteous will, for his won glory, most loving, gracious, merciful,
long-suffering, abundant in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin; the
rewarder of them that diligently seek him; and withal most just and terrible in his judgments; hating
all sin; and who will by no means clear the guilty.

2.   God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and of himself; and is alone in and unto
himself all-sufficient, not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, nor deriving any
glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, by, unto, and upon them; he is the alone
foundation of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, are all things; and hath most
sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, for them, or upon them, whatsoever himself pleaseth.
In his sight all things are open and manifest; his knowledge is infinite, infallible, and independent
upon the creature; so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. He is most holy in all his
counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. To him is due from angels and men, and every
other creature, whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of them.

3.   In the unity of the Godhead there be three Persons of one substance, power, and eternity: God
the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost. The Father is of none, neither begotten nor
proceeding; the Son is eternal begotten of the Father; the Holy Ghost eternally proceeding from the
Father and the Son.                                                                    Westminster Confession of Faith   (1646)                             .

What is God?

Westminster Larger Catechism #7 : 

God is a Spirit, in and of himself infinite in being, glory, blessedness, and perfection; 
    all-sufficient, eternal, unchangeable, incomprehensible, everywhere present, 
         almighty, knowing all things, most wise, most holy, most just, 
                most merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth.

Westminster Larger Catechism #4 : 

   God is a Spirit, 
             infinite,  eternal, and  unchangeable, 
                  in his being,  wisdom,  power,  holiness,  justice,  goodness, and  truth.



Some notes on The Trinity
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The doctrine of the Trinity, hammered out as the early church dealt with various heretical
concepts, is expressed in the Ecumenical Creeds—The Apostles', Nicene, and Athanasius'
Creeds--will always be something of a mystery to our finite understandings – but the
Scriptures clearly teach that there is One God with three distinct persons. And that all
God's Attributes always apply equally to all three persons within the Godhead. 

That historic, orthodox teaching on the Trinity eliminates many possible misunderstandings
of its nature, such as these:
• We worship three gods
• Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three different names for God
• Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are three different parts of God
• God shows up at different times as either Father, Son, or Holy Spirit
• Jesus is a lesser god than the Father or a created god
• Jesus is fully God, but he was not fully man
• The Holy Spirit is an impersonal force from God

The dividing line between true Christianity and all other world religions is the Trinitarian
conception of God. No religion that denies the doctrine of one God eternally existing in
three persons can rightfully claim to be Christian. Islam believes in one eternal God, the
God who revealed himself to Abraham; but because it denies that this one God exists in
three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, it is no more Christian than
Hinduism. Jehovah's Witnesses believe in one God who, they claim, is the God of the
Bible. But they reject that Jesus Christ is an eternal person of the Godhead, and therefore,
they are no more Christian than the Greek pagans. The doctrine of the Trinity cannot be
denied without Christianity itself being rejected.

The relationships within the Trinity are both “Ontological” and “Economical”.

Within the ontological trinity: God is a solitary being with three persons. Because of this,
God is totally self-satisfying: any desire for love, fellowship, and interpersonal
relationship he has is satisfied in himself alone, through the perfect, loving interaction of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Gospel of John, in particular the seventeenth chapter,
provides us with our clearest understanding of how the persons of the trinity relate to
each other in a glorious unity.

Within the economical trinity, the three persons of the Godhead have different roles. In the
great work of redemption, which reveals the glory of the trinity to mankind, the Father
plans, the Son accomplishes, and the Holy Spirit applies the eternal salvation to the men
of his favor. The Father chooses a people, the Son redeems them, and the Spirit seals them
with his own indwelling presence. One of the great chapters in the Bible for illustrating
these truths is Ephesians 1.


